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MEASURE DESCRIPTION 
 
The percentage of members  years of age who had at least one dental visit during the 
measurement year. This measure applies only if dental care is a covered benefit in the organization’s 
Medicaid contract. Any claim with a dental practitioner during the measurement year meets criteria. 
The following six age stratifications and total rate are reported: 

2-20

• 
 
 
 
 
 

2-3 years 
• 4-6 years 
• 7-10 years 
• 11-14 years 
• 15-18 years 
• 19-20 years 

Note: Visits for many 1-year-olds will be counted because the specification includes children whose 
2nd birthday occurs during the measurement year. 
 

HOW TO IMPROVE HEDIS® SCORES 
 

• 
 

 
 

 

Remind parents of their dental benefits. 
• Encourage regular check-up visits with a dentist that includes a physical exam, oral cleaning 

and x-rays. 
• Help patients schedule an appointment to see a dentist. 
• Provider appointment reminder calls or postcards to help ensure that patients do not miss 

appointments. 
• Provide preventive services such as, fluoride varnish application, where appropriate. 

 
 
“Annual dental visits and oral care throughout childhood and adolescence can significantly reduce the 
risks of developing oral disease.” 

Reference: Trends in oral health status: United states,  and ... (n.d.). Retrieved from 1988–1994
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/series/sr_11/sr11_248.pdf  

  

HEDIS® Tips: 
Annual Dental Visit 

(ADV) 

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/series/sr_11/sr11_248.pdf
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All summaries of the measures contained herein are reproduced with permission from HEDIS® Volume 2: 
Technical Specifications for Health Plans by the National Committee for Quality Assurance (NCQA). 
 
The information presented herein is for informational and illustrative purposes only. It is not intended, nor is it 
to be used, to define a standard of care or otherwise substitute for informed medical evaluation, diagnosis and 
treatment which can be performed by a qualified medical professional. Molina Healthcare, Inc. does not warrant 
or represent that the information contained herein is accurate or free from defects. 
 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER 
 
The HEDIS® measures and specifications were developed by and are owned by NCQA. The HEDIS measures 
and specifications are not clinical guidelines and do not establish a standard of medical care. NCQA makes no 
representations, warranties, or endorsement about the quality of any organization or physician that uses or 
reports performance measures and NCQA has no liability to anyone who relies on such measures and 
specifications. NCQA holds a copyright in these materials and can rescind or alter these materials at any time. 
These materials may not be modified by anyone other than NCQA. Use of the Rules for Allowable Adjustments 
of HEDIS to make permitted adjustments of the materials does not constitute a modification. Any commercial 
use and/or internal or external reproduction, distribution and publication must be approved by NCQA and are 
subject to a license at the discretion of NCQA. Any use of the materials to identify records or calculate measure 
results, for example, requires a custom license and may necessitate certification pursuant to NCQA’s Measure 
Certification Program.  
 
Reprinted with permission by NCQA. ©2021 NCQA, all rights reserved. 
 
Limited proprietary coding is contained in the measure specifications for convenience. NCQA disclaims all 
liability for use or accuracy of any third-party code values contained in the specifications. 
 
The American Medical Association holds a copyright to the CPT® codes contained in the measure 
specifications. 
 
The American Hospital Association holds a copyright to the Uniform Billing Codes (“UB”) contained in the 
measure specifications. The UB Codes in the HEDIS specifications are included with the permission of the 
AHA. The UB Codes contained in the HEDIS specifications may be used by health plans and other health care 
delivery organizations for the purpose of calculating and reporting HEDIS measure results or using HEDIS 
measure results for their internal quality improvement purposes. All other uses of the UB Codes require a 
license from the AHA. Anyone desiring to use the UB Codes in a commercial product to generate HEDIS 
results, or for any other commercial use, must obtain a commercial use license directly from the AHA. To 
inquire about licensing, contact ub04@aha.org. 
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