MHIL Provider Memo

Molina Healthcare of Illinois, Inc. | April 13, 2026

Pulmicort Flexhaler® Termination from Medicaid Drug Rebate Program

Molina Healthcare of Illinois (Molina) is notifying providers and pharmacies of an upcoming change
impacting coverage of Pulmicort Flexhaler® (budesonide) for Medicaid members.

Background

The National Drug Codes (NDC) for Pulmicort Flexhaler produced by manufacturers with labeler codes
00186 and 61269, which currently participate in the Medicaid Drug Rebate Program (MDRP), are being
discontinued by the manufacturers. Molina will continue to cover these MDRP-participating NDCs only
while remaining market supply is available.

New Pulmicort Flexhaler NDCs are available from Rubicon Holdings (labeler code 85612). However,
Rubicon Holdings does not participate in the MDRP. As a result, these new NDCs are not eligible for
Medicaid coverage through Molina.

Provider and pharmacy action
Pharmacy providers and prescribers are encouraged to proactively:
1. ldentify members currently receiving Pulmicort Flexhaler.

2. Transition affected members to therapeutically appropriate, covered alternatives within the inhaled
corticosteroid drug class, when clinically appropriate.

Molina covers several inhaled corticosteroids for Medicaid members, many of which do not require prior
authorization. Providers may refer to the Molina Healthcare of Illinois Preferred Drug List (PDL) for a
complete list of covered alternatives on the Medicaid Formulary page of our website.

Important: Please ensure your teams are aware of this change and begin planning transitions for
affected members to avoid disruptions in care.

Questions?

We’re here to help! Contact your dedicated provider relations manager or email the Provider Relations
team at MHILProviderNetworkManagement@MolinaHealthcare.com. To help identify your dedicated
provider relations manager, visit Molina’s Service Area page.

Digital-only PA

Availity Essentials is the exclusive provider portal for Molina Healthcare—and the only way to submit
authorization requests, with the exception of Pharmacy requests and delegated UM vendors. Clinical
supporting documents must accompany all authorization requests. Log in today to access claims
management, eligibility/benefit verification, Digital Correspondence Hub, and more.

Get critical updates

Receive news and updates about Molina services, plan requirements, and more delivered straight to your
inbox! Click here to receive information curated exclusively for Molina’s Illinois providers.
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https://www.molinahealthcare.com/providers/il/medicaid/drug/formulary.aspx
mailto:MHILProviderNetworkManagement@MolinaHealthcare.com
https://www.molinahealthcare.com/providers/il/medicaid/contacts/servicearea.aspx
https://provider.molinahealthcare.com/Provider/Login
https://molinahealthcare.activehosted.com/f/1
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