
 

 

August 10, 2021 

Provider Memorandum 
Correct Assistant Surgeon Claims Procedure 

Molina Healthcare of Illinois (Molina) reminds you how Assistant Surgeons should be billed in alignment 
with the Department of Healthcare and Family Services (HFS). Assistant Surgeons are reimbursed based 
on their actual time spent on the procedure, not based on percentages or the procedure itself. Follow this 
rate schedule from HFS: 

Hours Rate 
1 to 60 Mins. $74.95 
Between 1 and 2 Hrs. $119.20 
Between 2 and 3 Hrs. $178.80 
Between 3 and 4 Hrs. $238.40 
Between 4 and 5 Hrs. $298.00 
Between 5 and 6 Hrs. $357.60 
Between 6 and 7 Hrs. $417.20 
Between 7 and 8 Hrs. $476.80 
Between 8 and 9 Hrs. $536.40 
Between 9 and 10 Hrs. $596.00 
Between 10 and 11 Hrs. $655.60 
Between 11 and 12 Hrs. $715.20 
Between 12 and 13 Hrs. $774.80 
Between 13 and 14 Hrs. $834.40 
Between 14 and 15 Hrs. $894.00 
For time greater than 15 hours, add 
$59.60 for each additional hour. 

Example of Incorrect Billing
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The example is incorrect because the total number of units (171.00) is listed on five different lines. This 
should be four lines, each at 34.00 units, and one line at 35.00 units (34 x 4 + 35 = 171 total units/minutes). 
Providers should bill one line with the total time, or divide the time among the lines so that the total is 171. 
Do not duplicate the units/minutes or the claim will be rejected. Molina will take the total for the claim. 

Providers should also use the correct modifier for the type of assistant. HFS outlines these specific 
modifiers for Assistant Surgeons:  

• 80 – Assistant surgeon. 
• 81 – Minimum assistant surgeon. 
• 82 – Assistant surgeon when qualified resident surgeon not available. 
• AS – Physician assistant, nurse practitioner, or clinical nurse specialist services for assistant at 

surgery. 

Furthermore, providers must follow these guidelines set forth by HFS: 
• Rates apply to procedure codes payable for surgical assistance as identified on the Practitioner 

Fee Schedule. 
• Time entry on claims must be in minute format (e.g., for 1 hour and 10 minutes, enter “0070" for 70 

minutes). 
• When surgical assistance time billed is 8 hours or more (480 minutes or more), documentation is 

required as indicated in the Practitioner Handbook found on the HFS website. 
• Please follow the online HFS fee schedule, which outlines what procedures may have Assistant 

Surgeons:

 

More Information 
For complete details and the most current fee schedule, reference the Medical Reimbursement page of the 
HFS website. Also, many providers benefit from interactive, live instruction. Join us for one of our many live 
webinars in our Provider Education Series. At the end of each session, you will have an opportunity ask 
questions and get clarification from Molina team members. 

Questions? 
We’re here to help. Contact your Provider Network Manager or email the Provider Network Management 
team at MHILProviderNetworkManagement@MolinaHealthcare.com. For help identifying your Provider 
Network Manager, visit Molina’s Service Area page at MolinaHealthcare.com. 

Availity Provider Portal 
We continue our transition to the Molina Availity Provider Portal, a tool that streamlines your claims 
management, authorizations, and eligibility/benefit verification. Are you registered yet? Click here to get 
started. 

https://www.illinois.gov/hfs/MedicalProviders/MedicaidReimbursement/Pages/Practitioner.aspx
https://www.illinois.gov/hfs/MedicalProviders/MedicaidReimbursement/Pages/Practitioner.aspx
https://www.illinois.gov/hfs/MedicalProviders/MedicaidReimbursement/Pages/Practitioner.aspx
https://www.molinahealthcare.com/providers/il/medicaid/comm/updatesevents.aspx
mailto:MHILProviderNetworkManagement@MolinaHealthcare.com
https://www.molinahealthcare.com/providers/il/medicaid/contacts/servicearea.aspx
https://www.molinahealthcare.com/members/il/en-us/health-care-professionals/home.aspx
https://www.availity.com/molinahealthcare
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Get Critical Updates 
Receive news and updates about Molina services and plan requirements delivered straight to your 
inbox. Click here to join Molina’s provider email list. 

Note: Molina’s website and documents are best viewed in Google Chrome or Microsoft Edge. 

https://molinahealthcare.activehosted.com/f/1
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