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Need health 
insurance? 
Get to know BadgerCare  
Plus and Medicaid SSI

For information on Medicaid 
HMOs, call the HMO Enrollment 
Specialist at 1 (800) 291-2002. 

To learn more about Wisconsin programs 
for health, nutrition and child care, visit 
ACCESS.wi.gov, or call ForwardHealth 
Member Services at 1 (800) 362-3002. 
You may also call the HMO ombudsman 
at 1 (800) 760-0001.

http://MolinaHealthcare.com
http://ACCESS.wi.gov


Understanding Medicaid 
Medicaid is free or low-cost health care 
coverage for doctor visits, medicines, 
vision, dental, hospital stays, and more. In 
Wisconsin, you may also know Medicaid 
as ForwardHealth, BadgerCare Plus, or 
state insurance. 

What is BadgerCare Plus? 
BadgerCare Plus is Wisconsin’s Medicaid 
health care program for low-income 
children and adults (with or without 
dependent children or pregnant women). 
It’s for ages 0-64 years old. 

What is Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI)? 
SSI is a Federal government program 
that provides a monthly cash benefit 
to low-income people who are aged 
65 years or older, blind or disabled. 
Individuals who get SSI payments are 
automatically enrolled in Medicaid. This 
combined program is called Medicaid 
SSI. 

What is a health maintenance 
organization (HMO)? 
An HMO brings together groups of 
doctors, clinics, hospitals and other 
health resources to help people manage 
their health care. 

What is ForwardHealth? 
ForwardHealth is the name of many 
health care and nutritional assistance 
benefit programs through the 
Wisconsin Department of Health 
Services. BadgerCare Plus and Medicaid 
SSI are part of ForwardHealth. 

When you sign up for ForwardHealth, 
you are asked to pick an HMO. The 
HMO you select will help you access 
your BadgerCare Plus or SSI Medicaid 
benefits. If you don’t pick an HMO, the 
state will pick one for you.
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