
 
 

 
      

        

  
                 

                
               
            

 

 
                  

               
             
             

                
               

  
                

            
    

 

     
                

              
                

    
         
           

   
 

    
             

              
   

       
             

    
            

              
                

                   
 
 

Job Aid: 30th Edition Summary of Changes 

Introduction 
The 30th edition is scheduled for release on February 27, 2026. In addition to the changes listed below, 
all clinical content has undergone a systematic evidence review by our editorial team. In addition, an 
annual external review is performed by clinically active healthcare experts. Based on these reviews, new 
content has been added, and many guidelines have undergone content revisions. 

User Resources 
For full details related to the 30th edition, refer to the Summary of Changes (SOC) accessible from 
the MCG search page or the table of contents of any content solution. The SOC: 
- Summarizes general content and format changes as well as key content revisions. 
- Lists new guidelines and content resources, deleted guidelines and guideline name changes. 
For specific changes to individual guidelines, refer to the Detailed List of Changes (DLOC) accessible 
from the Table of Contents page for each content solution except Medicare Compliance and Patient 
Information. 
Comprehensive online training on MCG’s 30th edition will be available March 13, 2026, within our 
learning management system. Please contact your account representative if you need assistance 
accessing this training resource. 

General Content Enhancements and Changes 
Number of Guidelines in the Content: The Summary of Changes identifies the number of guidelines and 
resources in each content solution. This list demonstrates the wealth of MCG evidence-based guidelines 
and provides a comparison between the number of guidelines in the 29th edition and the newly 
released 30th edition. 
Medication Terminology Updated: The terms "antiepileptic medication" and "anticonvulsant 
medication" have been updated to "antiseizure medication" where appropriate across all content 
solutions. 

Benchmarks and Data 
Benchmarking Data Date Ranges: MCG’s 30th edition benchmarking reflects data through December 31, 
2024, for Commercial and Medicaid populations, and data through December 31, 2023, for the 
Medicare population. 
Behavioral Health Care Statistical Companion Changes: 

Expanded psychotherapy statistics, now provided by procedure code for the commercial, Medicare 
and Medicaid populations. 
Relocated Behavioral Health Testing Procedures Statistics and Applied Behavioral Analysis Utilization 
Statistics, this data was previously included in the Behavioral Health Care Utilization Models. 

Links to Benchmarks and Data Resources on the Table of Contents Page: Links to relevant benchmarking 
and data tools are now included in the Benchmarks and Data section of the Table of Contents page. 
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Inpatient & Surgical Care 
New Definitions: 

“Altered mental status that is not severe”, primarily included in the Observation Care Guidelines 
admission criteria. This definition is meant to more clearly distinguish patients who are appropriate 
for observation care rather than inpatient care due to altered mental status. 
“Patient at high risk for bleeding complications upon initiation of anticoagulation” has been added 
across guidelines which include criteria related to the initiation of anticoagulation. This definition is 
used to help identify patients for whom the initialization of anticoagulation is particularly risky. 
“Temporary subtherapeutic anticoagulation unacceptable” standardizes the language used to 
describe the clinical situation wherein anticoagulation must be initiated immediately. 

Definition Changes: 
“Hemodynamic instability” includes expanded information hypotension and severe hypotension 
criteria. 
“Severe pain requiring acute inpatient management” expanded to better define and document the 
need for admission due to severe pain. 
“Apnea absent” in the neonatal guideline this definition includes a substantially revised Footnote 
addressing the number of days without an apneic event. 

New Guideline: Mitral Valve Repair, Transcatheter (S-1340) guideline has been added. In prior editions, 
transcatheter mitral valve repair was covered in the Cardiac Valve Replacement or Repair guideline. 

Multiple Condition Management 
Changes to Multiple Condition Management content directly correlate to changes made in the Inpatient 
& Surgical Care solution. 

General Recovery Care 
Scope of Cardiovascular Surgery or Procedure GRG (SG-CVS) Updated: Transcatheter cardiac procedures 
have moved from Inpatient & Surgical Care (ISC) to SG-CVS for all but two procedures. Refer to SG-CVS 
for all transcatheter procedures except Aortic Valve Replacement, Transcatheter (S-1320) and Mitral 
Valve Repair, Transcatheter (S-1340). 
Indications for Dual Organ Transplants Added: Indications for dual organ transplants have been added to 
the pertinent General Recovery Guidelines. In previous editions, dual organ transplants were only 
covered in one of the relevant Inpatient & Surgical Care organ transplant guidelines. 

Behavioral Health Care 
The Clinical Indications for Admission Section Revised: In the diagnosis-specific level of care guidelines 
and the Behavioral Health Level of Care guidelines, the clinical indications have been updated to more 
clearly align with the multifactorial, detailed evaluation required for an individual with a behavioral 
health condition, as is commonly reflected in the multidimensional assessments advocated by 
professional behavioral health societies. 
Substance-Related Disorders Guidelines Modified: The Substance-Related Disorders inpatient guidelines 
have been revised to clarify the indications for signs or symptoms of withdrawal or acute toxicity, and 
indications for types of severe dysfunction. 
New Guidelines: 

Ketamine: Behavioral Health Care (B-009-Rx) guideline has been added in Specialty Medications. 
Psychosocial Education (B-823-T) guideline has been added in Community Services. 
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Medicare Compliance 
MCG updates its Medicare Compliance (MCR) content throughout the year to reflect the policy 
statements written by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) or Medicare Administrative 
Contractors. To view a list of the most recently published changes in the MCR content, refer to the 
Summary of Changes for Medicare Compliance page, which is accessible from the MCR Table of 
Contents. This page will be updated with each release and should serve as a reference listing of the 
changes published to MCR. 

Ambulatory Care 
New Guidelines and Guideline Name Changes: Several guidelines have been added, and several 
guidelines have undergone name changes. Refer to the Summary of Changes for details. 

Recovery Facility Care 
Evaluation and Treatment Section Revised: General Treatment Course Interventions section for the 
Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility guidelines has been expanded to include treatment and monitoring 
content. This section and the corresponding interventions focus on optimal patient function through all 
modalities of therapy. 
New Guideline: Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility (Acute Rehabilitation): Cardiac Disorders (I-7018) 

Home Care 
New Guidelines: 

Pelvic Fracture (M-4005) 
Vertebral Fracture, Nonsurgical, without Spinal Cord Injury (M-4110) 

Chronic Care 
New Guidelines: 

Bipolar Disorder, Pediatric Information: Low Intensity (C-0123) 
Bipolar Disorder, Pediatric - Self-Management (C-0122) 

New Handouts: Six Patient Education handouts have been added for Bipolar Disorder, Pediatric. 

Transitions of Care 
New Guidelines: 

Femur Fracture (TC-1056) 
Spinal Fusion (TC-1055) 

New Handouts: Twelve Patient Education handouts have been added for Femur Fracture and Spinal 
Fusion. 

Patient Information 
New Handout: Mitral Valve Repair, Transcatheter: Discharge Information 
Handout Changes: There have been several additions, deletions, and handout name changes in the 30th 
edition of Patient Information. Refer to the Summary of Changes for specific details. 

Summary 
The care guidelines’ 30th edition will be released on February 27, 2026. 
Your organization will decide when the transition to MCG’s 30th edition will occur. 
Refer to the online Summary of Changes to review detailed information regarding the content and 
functionality changes included in the 30th edition. 
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30th Edition Guidelines with Significant Content Changes 
While all MCG content has undergone an annual review and many guidelines include content revisions, we have 
flagged the following guidelines as having significant content changes. 

Guideline Title Guideline Code Summary of Change 

Inpatient & Surgical Care (ISC) 
Angina M-40, OC-003 Changes to the TIMI and GRACE risk scores. 
Abdominal Trauma, Blunt S-05 Revised criteria and Footnotes related to shock index. 
Aortic Valve Replacement, 
Transcatheter 

S-1320 To improve useability, criteria related to suitability of 
patient anatomy removed. Footnotes related to 
asymptomatic patients added or significantly revised. 

Appendectomy S-170, S-175 Footnote specifically addresses risks of appendiceal 
malignancy in adults and routine interval appendectomy 
added or significantly revised. 

Atrial Fibrillation 
Supraventricular Arrhythmia 

M-505, OC-005, Clinical Indications revised for “Pharmacologic rate or 
M-510, P-510, OC-040 rhythm control needed”. Criteria include nested clinical 

indications for greater clarity. 
Cardiac Valve Replacement or 
Repair 

S-290 Revised to only address open valve replacements and 
repairs. All transcatheter valve procedures, except mitral 
and aortic valve, are now addressed in the Cardiovascular 
Surgery or Procedure GRG (SG-CVS). 

Cardioverter-Defibrillator Insertion M-157 Release of new American College of Cardiology guidelines 
resulted in significant and complex criteria changes. 

Chemotherapy M-87, P-87 Significant changes made to anemia criteria. 
Coronary Artery Bypass Graft S-390 Significant changes made to NSTEMI criteria. 
Craniotomy for TBI or 
Intracerebral Hemorrhage 

S-414, P-414 Supratentorial intracerebral hemorrhage or contusion 
criteria expanded. 

Diabetes M-130, P-140, OC-014 Footnotes related to diabetic ketoacidosis added or 
substantially revised. 

Endovascular Intervention Renal 
Artery or Renal Vein 

M-310 Significant changes to criteria and new or substantially 
revised Footnotes. 

Failure to Thrive P-187 Severe acute malnutrition criteria expanded. 
Fundoplication and Hiatal Hernia 
Repair 

S-540, S-505, S-550, P- Changes made to the paraesophageal hernia criteria. 
505 

Gastrointestinal Bleed, Pediatric P-200 Significant changes made to anemia criteria. 
Headache M-185, P-185 Criteria such as vomiting, dehydration, etc. removed as 

these indications are better addressed in other guidelines. 
Heart Transplant S-535 Criteria related to infiltrative, hypertrophic or restrictive 

cardiomyopathy added. 
Hip: Core Decompression of 
Femoral Head 

S-570 Expanded imaging criteria and new or substantially revised 
Footnotes. 

Hypoxic Ischemic Encephalopathy, 
Neonatal, Mild 

P-48 Changes made to acidosis criteria, including change in the 
arterial blood pH range. 

Liver Transplant S-795, P-795 Significant changes to criteria and new or substantially 
revised Footnotes. 

Lumbar Fusion S-820 Changes made to criteria addressing spinal instability, 
neurologic symptoms, and persistent disabling symptoms. 

Lung Transplant S-1300, P-1300 Significant changes to criteria and new or substantially 
revised Footnotes. 

Mastectomy S-860, S-862, S-864 New or substantially revised Footnotes. 
Myocardial Infarction M-230 Changes to the troponin criteria and new or significantly 

revised Footnotes. 
Patent Ductus Arteriosus, 
Transcatheter Closure, Pediatric 

P-950 Significant changes made to neonate criteria. 

Percutaneous Coronary 
Intervention 

M-52 New Footnote addressing specialty society guideline 
recommendations. 
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Scoliosis S-1056, P-1056 Guidelines extensively revised. MCG recommends review 
and comparison of the 29th vs. 30th edition criteria. 

Sickle Cell Disease M-331, P-432, OC-039 Changes made to anemia criteria. 
Thrombosis Guidelines 
Pulmonary Embolism 

M-350, OC-012, M-515, Significant changes made to catastrophic thrombosis 
M-290, OC-034 criteria and Footnotes. 

General Recovery Care (GRC) 
Cardiovascular Surgery or 
Procedure 

SG-CVS Transcatheter valve repair or replacement procedures, 
other than aortic valve replacement and mitral valve repair, 
are now addressed in SG-CVS. 

Medical Oncology PG-ONC Significant changes to criteria for hematopoietic stem cell 
transplant (autologous and allogeneic). 

Neurology MG-N Significant changes to criteria and new or revised 
Footnotes addressing seizure management and initiation 
of ketogenic diet. 

Respiratory Failure PG-RF Criteria for severe hypoxia revised. 
Wound and Skin Management PG-WS Content rearranged to more clearly distinguish between 

criteria related to a procedure vs. the need for admission 
to inpatient care. 

Behavioral Health (BHC) 
Applied Behavioral Analysis B-806-T Revised criteria to include the term “validated” to better 

characterize diagnostic tools. New Footnote to help 
distinguish medically unnecessary uses of ABA. 

Neuropsychological Testing B-805-T Added criteria to better align with the Psychological 
Testing guideline (B-807-T). 

Substance-Related Disorders, 
Inpatient Behavioral Health Level 
of Care, Adult 

B-903-IP Reordered and revised criteria related to alcohol or 
sedative signs of withdrawal; removed some severe 
dysfunction indications to improve ease of use. 

Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation B-801-T Clarified content related to new vs. repeat courses of TMS 
treatment. Added criteria for Theta Burst Stimulation. 
Expanded details in several Footnotes. 

Ambulatory Care (AC) 
Brain MRI A-0047 New and reorganized (simplified) criteria with more 

complete indications addressing intracranial hemorrhage 
and stroke. 

Breast Cancer Gene Expression 
Assays 

A-0532 New criteria for EndoPredict and Prosigna; these gene 
assays were previously addressed in the Inconclusive or 
Non-Supportive Evidence content. 

Cardiac CT Scan A-0020 Revised criteria for coronary artery calcium scoring to now 
include risk assessment in asymptomatic borderline- or 
intermediate-risk patients. 

Cardiac: Procedures and 
Diagnostic Tests 

A-0483, A-0110, A-0078, Risk stratification criteria change to several Cardiac 
A-0079, A-0080, A-0113 Procedures and Diagnostic Tests guidelines. 

EGD and UGI Endoscopy A-0203 Expanded indications for malignancy. 
Esophageal Manometry A-0131 Criteria added for primary esophageal motor disorder 

suspected. 
Excimer Laser Therapy, Skin A-0256 Criteria added for vitiligo. 
Neck, Orbit, and Face MRI A-0054 New and reorganized criteria for demyelinating disease 

known or suspected. 
Neonatal Diabetes Mellitus – Gene 
Panel 

A-0824 Modified glucose cutoffs for persistent hyperglycemia and 
nonketoic hyperglycemia indications. 

Prostate Cancer – BRCA1 and 
BRCA2 Genes 

A-0612 Broadening criteria for family history risk, indications now 
reference both first- and second-degree relatives. 

Spine: Cervical, Thoracic, and 
Lumbar Spine MRI 

A-0057, A-0058 
A-0059 

New criteria addressing suspected inflammatory or 
demyelinating process added to all three guidelines. 
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