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New Guidelines – Pathologic Vertebral Fracture 

Have Questions? 
Contact: Ramp@MolinaHealthcare.com 

 
The information presented herein is for informational and illustrative purposes only. It is not intended, nor is it to be used, to define a standard of care or otherwise 

substitute for informed medical evaluation, diagnosis and treatment which can be performed by a qualified medical professional. Molina Healthcare Inc. does not 

warrant or represent that the information contained herein is accurate or free from defects. 

 

  
Documentation Examples:  

Note must clearly link compression fracture and 

medication! 

Initial Dx: 

 Assessment: New finding of T12 

compression fracture in patient with 

osteoporosis.  

 ICD-10 Code: M80.88XA   

Plan: Asymptomatic, continue Fosamax 

 

Established Dx:  

 Assessment: Vertebral compression 

fracture d/t osteoporosis. 

Plan: Requires pain meds episodically, 

continue tyl. #3 prn.  

 

Not on pain meds: 

Aftercare of pathologic vertebral fracture 

Assessment: Established path vertebral fx 

 ICD-10 Code: M80.88XD    

Plan: Asymptomatic, continue Fosamax 
 

 

 

Coding rules for pathologic vertebral fracture 
have recently changed.  Again! 

It is appropriate to diagnose pathologic vertebral 
fx when:  

 First diagnosed – no matter when it 
occurred  

 The patient is on medication for the pain 
due to the pathologic fracture 

 No longer can code when patient is 
simply on medication for the underlying 
condition (e.g. Fosamax, etc.) 

Remember the STAR quality measure 
requirements! 

For a newly diagnosed pathologic fracture, a 
Dexa scan or medication must be initiated within 
6 months of diagnosis.  
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